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presentation on women's rights in Latin Americ

There was a good audi-
ence response. Attendance came to around 65, including four men. During
the queation period I remarked that one of Latin America's major prob-
lems is the failure of most upper class women o support the rights of
poor women (and men) . Picado agresd immediately, althoush she had made
no reference to that problen in her presentation. Ny comment was prompt-
cd by the following experience.

2bout tuelve years ago I attended & meeting of some 150 U.S. and Le-
tin American women, addressed by a U.S. left-wing Catholic fominist friend
She compared the rishts of women in both areas. When she concluded a well

dressed Brazilian voman arose and sai

“Thank you very much, my dear. I
found your speech very interesting, and I hope you won't be offended if
I tell you that you don't really understand the difference between women's
rights in the U.S. and Latin America. We Latin American vomen are mich

better off than you are. You see, my dear, we Latin American vomen have



rvanta®.

Obvicusly it had never occurred to our Brazilian visitor that the dis-
cuseion included all women, not just upper clas

women. This problem of
‘class alienation® or "marginalization®, as it is sometimes called, is

50 decply embedded and accepted in Latin America that it is seldom men-
tioned. We, of course, have meny millions of poor people in the U.S., but
they are considered to be an integral part of our country and society.
Yot so in Latin America.

This is a major human rights problem in Latin America and T suggest
that, after some careful thought and consideration, we begin to include
it in our Bumen Righte Reports.

cor Jomn shateuck, Gare Saith, Foter Bicher, John Bargeron
£ neer) Theress Lo

2 et anditon, Hareie BabbLes



